MINUTES
LANCASTER TOWNSHIP BOARD OF SUPERVISORS MEETING
February 13, 2006

I. Pledge of Allegiance, Call to Order, and Roll Call
The duly advertised Lancaster Township Board of Supervisors’ meeting was held on February 13, 2006 in the Township building at 1240 Maple Avenue, Lancaster, PA. The meeting was called to order at 7:30PM by Chair Anthony J. Allen. Vice Chair Thomas H. Schaller and Treasurer Kathy Wasong were also present. Others in attendance included Township management staff and interested parties. Allegiance to the flag was pledged.

II. Public Comment on Agenda Items 
There were no comments.

III. Secretary's Report
The minutes of the January 3, 2006 Organization Meeting and regular Board meeting were approved as presented by general consent.

IV. Treasurer's Report
Treasurer Wasong presented the Treasurer’s Reports with December 31, 2005 balances of:
General Fund …….. $ 1,402,059.44
Highway Aid Fund 360,585.51
Parks/Open Space Fund 59,140.33
Capital Reserve Fund 1,129.04
TOTAL $ 1,822,914.32
and, as of January 31, 2006: 
General Fund ……..1,246,094.50 $ 764,235.69
Highway Aid Fund 359,447.19 
Parks/Open Space Fund 59,140.33
Capital Reserve Fund 110,498.67
TOTAL $ 1,775,180.69
Mr. Allen stated the Treasurer’s Reports would be filed for audit.

V. Payment of Bills
On a motion by Ms. Wasong, seconded by Mr. Schaller, the Board approved the payment of bills:
General Fund $ 290,687.32
Highway Aid Fund 10,080.48
Parks/Open Space -0-
Capital Reserve Fund -0-
TOTAL $ 300,767.80

VI. Reports
A. Lancaster Township Fire Department: Mr. Schaller reported 25 fire department emergency calls in January. He then asked residents to please make a contribution to the annual fund drive as receipts now stand $3,000 short of budget.
B. Lafayette Fire Company: Gordon Reed reported that there were a total of 523 calls in 2005 of which 90 were in Lancaster Township. 
C. Police, Sewer, and Subsidiary Reports: Reports are available for public inspection during this meeting and in the office during regular business hours.
D. Recycling Report: The December 2005 recycling rate was 15.85%.
E. Lancaster Inter-Municipal Committee: David Clouser, township manager, reported on the LIMC Annual Meeting held on February 9, 2006. There were presentations on the LIMC Growing Together comprehensive plan and the Lancaster County comprehensive plan, Envision. 
F. Questions & Comments for Community Police Officer: Officer Klete Griffin was present. Earl Williams, Parkside Avenue, asked what is being done about the increasing problem of graffiti. Officer Griffin replied that those caught for defacing property are prosecuted. The Township encourages residents to paint over all graffiti.

VII. Announcements
A. LCSWMA Quarterly Rebate: There was a quarterly rebate of $11,351.78, a direct result of township residents’ recycling efforts.
B. Next Regular Board Meeting: March 13, 2004 at 7:00 PM; Workshop at 5:30PM

VIII. Executive Session
Mr. Allen announced that the Board would go into executive session to discuss legal matters relative to the Lancaster Township Zoning Hearing Board’s decision to grant a special exception and a variance for a proposed personal care home at 996-998 East Orange Street.

The Board meeting was reconvened at 7:45PM. Mr. Allen made a motion to appeal the decision of the zoning hearing board and Mr. Schaller seconded, stipulating that he was seconding the motion for purposes of discussion. Discussion then followed. Mr. Schaller stressed his feelings that Township dollars should not be spent on an appeal. Rosie Gross, Ranck Avenue, asked the Board to appeal the decision because of the many errors in procedure by the zoning hearing board. She further asked the Board to hire a land use attorney with the expertise to appeal the decision. William Adams, Quarry Lane, stated there is a recognized need in Lancaster Township for personal care homes. He feels the requirement of three acres of land is excessive and cited the fact that Lancaster City has personal care homes with practically no acreage. Mr. Adams, as a Township resident, does not want his tax dollars spent fighting another arm of Lancaster Township. James Gebhard, Ranck Avenue, conveyed his concerns that there is a shortage of parking now and this facility would only make matters worse. He also expressed misgivings about who would be living in the property, especially with the proximity to an elementary school and the presence of young children. Lynn Stauffer, zoning officer, said that dangerous individuals would not be accepted in the facility. Earl Williams, Parkside Avenue, also spoke against approval of the personal care home. Those speaking in favor of the facility included John Winslow, Bean Hill Road, Helen Adams, Quarry Lane, and Sandy Worley, Bean Hill Road. They pointed out that there is a great need in the township and everywhere for these types of homes. After discussion, the Board voted two to one to defeat the motion for appeal. Mr. Allen voted in favor of an appeal of the zoning hearing board’s decision; Mr. Schaller and Ms. Wasong voted against an appeal.

The Lancaster Township Supervisors are committed to the goals
as established by the adoption of the Strategic Comprehensive Plan
and the following actions are consistent with the directives of that document

IX. Old Business
A. Ordinance No. 2006-01
Mr. Schaller moved, Ms. Wasong seconded, and the Board unanimously approved the above-mentioned ordinance, which amends the Lancaster Township Subdivision, Land Development, and Storm Water Management ordinance in order to abide by the provisions of the Conestoga River Act 167 Plan. This ordinance was presented to the public at the January 3, 2006 Board of Supervisors meeting.


X. Planning/Zoning Business
A. LTPC #187 – Hawthorne Ride Final Subdivision & Land Development Plan
Ms. Wasong moved, Mr. Schaller seconded, and the Board unanimously approved a reduction of $170,461.00 in financial securities for the above-mentioned plan, leaving a balance of $3,980,093.00, as recommended in a letter from the township engineer dated January 12, 2006.

XI. New Business 
A. Resolution No. 2006-03
Mr. Schaller moved, Ms. Wasong seconded, and the Board unanimously certified the amount of uncollected municipal, school, and county taxes for calendar year 2005, as presented by the Lancaster County Tax Claim Bureau.
B. Resolution No. 2006-04
Ms. Wasong moved, Mr. Schaller seconded, and the Board unanimously authorized participation by Lancaster Township in the PA Capital City (PACC) Automotive and Equipment Contract, under the “Commonwealth Procurement Code.”

XII. Guest Recognition and Participation
?Mrs. Gross wanted it known that she was not opposed to a personal care home, but rather objected “to it being done against the laws of Lancaster Township.” She also said that she was concerned for the safety of children. Ms. Wasong replied that each of the Supervisors voted according to what each one thought was right. ?Gordon Reed, South Conestoga Drive, noted that the Lancaster Township website has a link to an old Lafayette Fire Company site and should be updated. ?Mr. Winslow asked the difference between Lafayette Fire Company and Lancaster Township Fire Department. It was explained that Lafayette Fire Company serves the east side of the township while Lancaster Township Fire Department serves the west side. ?Mr. and Mrs. Tyson, Spencer Avenue, asked what is being done to solve problems at 173 South President Avenue. Mr. Clouser replied that the police are fully involved and there will be discussion on this subject at the March board meeting. He also noted that Lieutenant Zahm of the police department and Detective Atar of the Drug Task Force with the District Attorney’s office will be in attendance at that meeting.

XII. Adjournment
With no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 8:52PM.

Respectfully submitted,


David L. Clouser, Secretary

