LANCASTER TOWNSHIP BOARD OF SUPERVISORS MEETING
Minutes
March 8, 2010
 
I.    PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE, CALL TO ORDER, AND ROLL CALL
The duly advertised Lancaster Township Board of Supervisors meeting was held on March 8, 2010 in the township building at 1240 Maple Avenue , Lancaster , PA. Chair Thomas H. Schaller called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM . Vice Chair Kathleen M. Wasong and Treasurer Benjamin H. Bamford were also present. Others in attendance included township management staff and interested parties. Mr. Schaller led those assembled in the Pledge of Allegiance.
 
II.    PUBLIC COMMENT ON AGENDA ITEMS : There were none.
 
III.    SECRETARY’S REPORT
The minutes of the February 8, 2010 Board of Supervisors meeting were approved by general consent.
 
IV.    TREASURER’S REPORT
Treasurer Bamford presented the treasurer’s report as of February 28, 2010:
General Fund   .................................................................................................... $3,150,337.82
Highway Aid Fund   ................................................................................................. 419,216.57
Parks and Open Space Fund   .................................................................................... 38,370.49
Capital Reserve Fund   ............................................................................................. 497,806.94
TOTAL   ............................................................................................................ $4,105,731.82
Mr. Schaller stated the treasurer’s report would be filed for audit.
 
V.    PAYMENT OF BILLS
Mr. Bamford moved, Ms. Wasong seconded, and the board approved the payment of bills (February 9–March 8, 2010):
General Fund   ................................................................................................... $243,949.5959
Escrow Fund   .............................................................................................................. 1,230.46
Highway Aid Fund   ................................................................................................... 37,222.14
Park and Open Space Fund   .......................................................................................... 330.82
Capital Reserve Fund   ................................................................................................. 1,298.01
TOTAL   ............................................................................................................... $284,131.02
 
VI.    REPORTS
A.  Lancaster Township Fire Department: Mr. Schaller reported 55 emergency calls in February for a year to date total of 101 responses.
B.  Lafayette Fire Company: Chief Ron Nolt presented a copy of the 2009 annual report to each supervisor and went over some of the highlights. There were a total of 63 calls to the east side in 2009. The board thanked Chief Nolt for the excellent service provided to the township. In response to a question from Al Eckert, East King Street , it was noted that although Lafayette Fire Company no longer solicits residents for general contributions, any donations are gratefully accepted.
C.  Police, Sewer, and Subsidiary Reports: These reports are available for public inspection before and after this meeting, and during regular business hours.
D.  Recycling Report: The recycling rate for January 2010 was 15.25%. Ms. Wasong encouraged residents to recycle as the township earns a rebate from the state based on our recycling rate. It was then announced that the yard waste drop-off site reopens on April 3, Monday through Thursday from 3:00 to 6:00 PM . There is also a large dumpster on site for corrugated cardboard.
E.  Lancaster Inter-Municipal Report: The February meeting was held at Mountville Borough where the topics of discussion included the PPA Convention (October 3–5); discussion of the LIMC website development; the speaker at the annual meeting on May 6 will be from the PA Department of Environmental Protection; and, intermunicipal sharing of equipment. Ms. Wasong stated the next LIMC meeting is on March 10, 7:30 AM at Columbia Borough offices.
F.  Questions & Comments for Community Police Officer: Sergeant Thomas Rudzinski was present and noted that patrols have been concentrating on the east side where there is significant illegal drug activity. Vehicle parking enforcement has been light because of the recent snow storms and the difficulty for residents in parking appropriately. He acknowledged the vehicle congestion at schools during the start and end of the school day. Sergeant Rudzinski also alerted residents to the increase in daytime burglaries both in homes and vehicles. He advised that house doors always be kept locked and to remove everything from vehicles. The sergeant also advised that if someone knocks on your door and then says something to the effect of “sorry, wrong house,” you should be suspicious and call the police with a description of the person and/or vehicle.
VII.   ANNOUNCEMENTS
A.  Next Board of Supervisors Meeting: April 12, 2010, 7:00 PM.  The public is invited to attend the workshop at 5:30 PM .
B.  Special Meeting on Emergency Services Facility: Wednesday, March 31, 7:00 PM at Maple Grove Community Building , 1420 Columbia Avenue .
C.  Census 2010: The census form will be mailed to households in mid-March. There are ten questions which will take less than ten minutes to answer. Mr. Schaller stressed the importance of completing and returning the questionnaire.
D.   Lancaster County Solid Waste Management Authority Quarterly Recycling Rebate:$11,417.47
VIII.  OLD BUSINESS
 A.   Ordinance No. 2010-01
Ms. Wasong moved, Mr. Bamford seconded, and the board unanimously approved changes to the township retirement plan allowing voluntary employee contributions to the plan. This ordinance was presented at the February 8, 2010 board meeting.
B.   Ordinance No. 2010-02
Mr. Bamford moved, Ms. Wasong seconded, and the board unanimously approved the regulation of tattoo and body piercing establishments and practitioners. This ordinance was presented at the February 8, 2010 board meeting. Bill Laudien, township manager, mentioned that we had been working jointly with the LIMC on this ordinance, but since ours had a minor change (inspections only once a year) and was ready, we went ahead with the ordinance separately.
C.   Ordinance No. 2010-03
Ms. Wasong moved, Mr. Bamford seconded, and the board unanimously authorized the vacating of a small portion of Rider Avenue/Fourth Street and the execution of a quit claim for same to the School District of Lancaster . This ordinance was presented at the February 8, 2010 board meeting. The section being transferred is a small grassy area which will now provide space to put in a driveway for student pick-up by vehicle and enhancing student safety.
 
IX.    PLANNING/ZONING BUSINESS
A.  LTPC #235— Lancaster History.Org, Extension of Time
Bill Swiernik, Miller Assoc., made a presentation and updated the board on minor issues that have been encountered which require extra time to address. Mr. Bamford moved, Ms. Wasong seconded, and the board unanimously approved a request from the Lancaster County Historical Commission for an extension of time (105 days) for subdivision and land development plan.
X.    NEW BUSINESS
A.  Declaration of Disaster Emergency
Ms. Wasong moved, Mr. Bamford seconded, and the board declared a disaster emergency covering the recent snow events in accordance with PEMA, thereby bypassing normal purchasing and contracting procedures in order to respond to such emergencies.
XI.    GUEST RECOGNITION AND PARTICIPATION
 

Bryan Hernon, Atkins Avenue , spoke against locating an emergency facilities building in Lancaster Community Park and asked that upgrading the current two facilities be placed on the March 31 meeting agenda. Several people spoke against, or questioned, putting a facility in the park including Rhea and Phil Starr of Bean Blossom Drive , and Barry Gentzler of Spencer Avenue , who was on the original committee that helped develop the park. Others, including Yvonne Tshudy, Elm Avenue , spoke against locating a facility on a vacant parking lot near her property. Mr. Laudien described the process used to locate a suitable property and stated that the two being considered will be discussed at the March 31 meeting. He also stated information would be posted on the township website.
 
XII.    ADJOURNMENT
With no further business brought before the board, the meeting was adjourned at 8:26 PM .
 
Respectfully submitted,
William M. Laudien, Secretary
