LANCASTER TOWNSHIP BOARD OF SUPERVISORS MEETING
Minutes
March 22, 2006

I. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE, CALL TO ORDER, AND ROLL CALL
The duly advertised Lancaster Township Board of Supervisors’ meeting was held on March 22, 2005 in the township building at 1240 Maple Avenue, Lancaster, PA. Chair Anthony J. Allen called the meeting to order at 7:30PM. Vice Chair Thomas H. Schaller and Treasurer Kathleen M. Wasong were also present. Others in attendance included township management staff and interested parties. Allegiance to the flag was pledged.

PUBLIC HEARING ON ORDINANCE NO. 2006-02:
Attorney Jim Thomas and consultant Dave Christian were present to represent the petitioner, Millersville Bible Church, and to answer questions. This ordinance is basically a request to amend the Lancaster Township zoning ordinance to allow churches, synagogues, and similar places of worship to permit lot coverage of up to forty percent (40%) on properties of more than ten acres. For those properties less than ten acres, there will be no change. Mr. Thomas pointed out that through an oversight, the ordinance for amendments does not address Section 405 of the zoning ordinance. He also noted the change would affect only two properties in Lancaster Township. Alex Henderson, Rice Road, pointed out the text of the ordinance needs to reflect all of the changes, which it presently does not. For instance, the ordinance should state “use” by a church, not “ownership,” and it should clearly state the ten-acre distinction. Mr. Thomas said he would address these items and present a new ordinance. A number of residents attended this hearing to express their concerns and opposition to the zoning change. Residents speaking against the proposed change included LuAnn Reed of Wildflower Lane, Donna Walton-Gibbs of New Danville Pike, Andrew Shell of New Danville Pike, Marlene Usdin of Wildflower Lane, Barbara Heisey of Honeysuckle Lane, and Tracy Cadzow, representing Terry Field of Wildflower Lane. Among the items raised were: 
* What will be the impact on the wells and septic systems in the neighborhood, as there is no public sewer or water in the area?
* Water quality in that area is a constant concern and an increase in impervious surfaces and sewage use will definitely impact water quality.
* This area should not be compared to an area with public sanitation.
* What will be the impact of covering so much “green” with macadam?
* These changes will have a local impact from auto emissions to more water pollution; the affected area is too close to the Conestoga Creek and ultimately will have consequences for the Susquehanna River and Chesapeake Bay.
* A pond on the church property has already been compromised because of the current parking lot and now no longer exists.
* The proposed new watershed for runoff could become a pond of stagnant water and become a breeding ground for mosquitoes and disease.
Ms. Wasong asked if the parking lots could be built of a pervious surface. Mr. Thomas replied that it was considered and he will address it with the Zoning Hearing Board. Mr. Christian noted that a pervious surface requires constant maintenance to keep it clean and that eventually the porous quality of the pavement clogs up and effectively becomes impervious. Mr. Christian stated that they would absolutely conform to well head radius requirements of one hundred feet. He also relayed that water runoff into a retention basin actually results in more absorption into the ground rather than runoff into the creek and bay. Other townships are greatly varied in their treatment of lot coverage for church properties.
* There are considerations that don’t relate to other townships’ zoning ordinances.
* Open space with buffering against property lines will not be preserved.
* There is a tremendous amount and wide variety of wild life that will be diminished.
* CrossWay Church has 70 acres; do we want to see that covered to a maximum of forty percent (40%)?
* Rezoning would significantly alter the feeling of the area of “being away from it all,” one of the reasons many residents chose to live there.
* Several residents moved to that area knowing that the church property could not expand in this manner. Now the church wants to change the rules. Five point six impervious acres is too much coverage.
* The Zoning Hearing Board denied an earlier request for a variance of thirty percent (30%) coverage. Now the church is asking for forty percent (40%) coverage. At the original denial it was state the church should hold multiple services or look to another location for their congregation. The church was aware of these restrictions when they purchased the property.
Mr. Christian said the flood plain, which is the larger 500-year flood plain, will be completely preserved and the impervious surface will be placed as close as possible to the street to preserve as much land as possible. When asked if other townships give preference to church properties, Mr. Allen stated yes, as Mr. Christian had previously explained.

AT 8:00PM, Mr. Allen confirmed that the public hearing would be continued at the April 10, 2006 Board of Supervisors meeting. Mr. Thomas will prepare a new ordinance addressing the change to Section 405 and it will be properly advertised. A vote on the ordinance will take place at the May 8, 2006 Board of Supervisors meeting.

Mr. Allen then announced the board would recess into a brief executive session to discuss a personnel matter.

II. PUBLIC COMMENT ON AGENDA ITEMS – Alex Henderson suggested that the Lancaster Township Historical Commission look carefully at the agreement of sale between the County and the new owners of Conestoga View because of the historical significance of the old hospital included in the sale. This property is located within Lancaster Township and there should be investigation into the stipulations of the contract in relation to protecting the building and its future disposition.

III. SECRETARY’S REPORT
Minutes of the February 13, 2006 Board of Supervisors’ meeting were approved by general consent.

IV. TREASURER’S REPORT
Treasurer Wasong presented the treasurer's report as of February 28, 2006:
General Fund $ 1,897,387.69 
Highway Aid Fund 351,882.77
Parks and Open Space Fund 59,247.53
Capital Reserve Fund 110,532.62
TOTAL $ 2,419,050.61
Mr. Allen stated the treasurer's report would be filed for audit.


V. PAYMENT OF BILLS
On a motion by Ms. Wasong, seconded by Mr. Schaller, the board approved the payment of bills:
General Fund $ 252,401.99 
Highway Aid Fund 15,230.24
Park and Open Space Fund .84.60
Capital Reserve Fund -0-
TOTAL $ 267,716.83

VI. REPORTS
A. Lancaster Township Fire Department: Mr. Schaller reported 27 emergency calls for the month of February for a year-to-date total of 62 calls.
B. Lafayette Fire Company: Chief Ron Nolt presented the Annual Report to the board and went over some highlights. Lafayette Fire Company (LFC) responded to 523 calls in 2005 with 90 of those calls being in the township, an increase of 11 calls over the previous year. They recruited 13 new members, including five under the age of 18, through a program with the junior and senior high schools, for a total of 45–50 active members. A new foam trailer and five-inch hose was purchased and their 2005 fund drive was up a little bit from 2004. They are beginning a new outreach program this year. A truck and company members will be stationed at various pre-arranged sites on Tuesday nights. It is an opportunity for residents to meet the volunteer firefighters and have a look at the equipment. Gordon Reed, east side resident, said the residents appreciate LFC and noted they are the eighth-busiest company in Lancaster County. Mr. Schaller also relayed how much the supervisors and residents appreciate all of the had work and effort of the LFC.
C. Police, Sewer, and Subsidiary Reports: These reports are available for public inspection before and after this meeting, as well as during regular business hours.
D. Recycling Report: The recycling rate for January 2006 was 15.53%. 
E. Lancaster Inter-Municipal Report: David Clouser, township manager, reported on the March 8 LIMC meeting held in East Petersburg Township. The meeting mostly covered a blue ribbon commission working on the Clean and Green program and agricultural preservation. It was pointed out that Lancaster County has one of the largest preserved areas. There was also discussion on tax relief for properties in the Clean and Green program. 
F. Strategic Comprehensive Plan Quarterly Report: Mr. Schaller reported the following accomplishments for the last quarter of 2005: the Marietta/North President Avenues intersection was completed; work on the LIMC Regional Comprehensive Plan continues and completion is expected in the near future; new development continues with Hawthorne Ridge, Southern Village, Elm Avenue condos, and Sterling Place Lot 50 as well as planning for some new developments; the Workplace Safety Committee is applying for a five percent (5%) discount in workers’ compensation premiums as a result of the institution of new measures; several streets were milled and repaved with resident notification ahead of actual work; the senior discount for trash fees continues; an application has been submitted to the National Historic Registry for the Gerald Lestz property at 375 South Conestoga Drive; storm water inlets received regular maintenance; 2006 budget for the township was passed with no raise in property taxes and an increase in the donation to the library; the township said goodbye to Helen S. Adams on her retirement from the position of supervisor and welcomed the new supervisor, Kathy Wasong. Mr. Schaller then commended the manager, staff and volunteers for doing their very best to keep the township running smoothly. He also noted that we have received proceeds from the sheriff’s sale of 213 North President Avenue totaling approximately $41,000. This represents repayment plus interest of township money expended on the property. An item now under consideration is the possibility of a fire tax to support the Lancaster Township all-volunteer fire department.
G. Questions & Comments for Community Police Officer: Officer Klete Griffin was present, however, there were no questions or comments.

VII. ANNOUNCEMENTS
A. The recipient of the Library System of Lancaster County Award, resident Peggie Miller, will be recognized at the April 10, 2006 board meeting.
B. Mr. Allen announced an executive session was held by the board on March 2, 2006 to discuss personnel matters.
C. Next Board of Supervisors’ Meeting: April 10, 2006, 7:70PM 
The public is invited to attend the workshop at 5:30PM.

The Lancaster Township supervisors are committed to the goals
as established by the adoption of the Strategic Comprehensive Plan
and the following actions are consistent with the directives of that document

VIII. OLD BUSINESS – There was none.

IX. PLANNING/ZONING BUSINESS
A. LTPC #184 – Southern Village Phase I, Final Subdivision & Land Development Plan
Mr. Schaller moved, Ms. Wasong seconded, and the board unanimously approved the following reductions in financial securities, as recommended by the township engineer in a letter dated February 22, 2006:
1. Site Improvements: a reduction of $240,770.00 leaving a balance of $514,637.00;
2. Sanitary Sewer Improvements: a reduction of $210,776.00 leaving a balance of $23,420.00.
The engineer stated that both of these balances are adequate to cover the costs of the remaining work.
B. LTPC #188 – Southern Village, Phase II, Final Subdivision & Land Development Plan
1. Ms. Wasong moved, Mr. Schaller seconded and the board unanimously granted the following modifications:
a. Section 603.02.B, Sidewalk: to provide for the use of bituminous concrete along the frontage of Wabank Road to match the material used in Phase I;
b. Section 603.03.C, Curb Reveal Height: to provide a six (6) inch curb reveal for the parking areas in Lot 262 instead of the required eight (8) inch height.
2. Ms. Wasong moved, Mr. Schaller seconded and the board unanimously granted conditional plan approval of Southern Village, Phase II, Final Subdivision & Land Development Plan, as per the outstanding comments contained in the township engineer’s letter of February 23, 2006.
D. LTPC #200 – Shepherd Family LP, Final Subdivision Plan (1403 Westview
Drive)
1. Mr. Schaller moved, Ms. Wasong, seconded and the board unanimously granted a modification to Sections 602.01.H.2, 603.02.D, 603.03.B, and 403.05.J: Reconstruction of Perimeter Street, including the installation of curb and sidewalk, as per township engineer’s letter dated February 20, 2006. Mr. Allen went on to explain that this is the elimination of curb and sidewalk for the purpose of better storm water control and aesthetics as there are currently no other sidewalks on the street.
2. Mr. Schaller moved, Ms. Wasong seconded, and the board unanimously granted conditional plan approval of the Shepherd Family LP, Final Subdivision Plan.

X. NEW BUSINESS
A. Appointment
Mr. Schaller moved, Ms. Wasong seconded, and the board unanimously appointed John W. Parker III to a four-year term on the Lancaster Township Planning Commission, which will expire on December 31, 2009.
B. Hamilton Park & Playground Conveyance to Lancaster Township
Ms. Wasong moved, Mr. Schaller seconded, and the board unanimously accepted the offer of conveyance of Hamilton Park & Playground to the township subject to the solicitor’s comments.

XI. GUEST RECOGNITION AND PARTICIPATION
* Art Pavlatos, Wilderness Road, told of his concerns with new construction at Sterling Place as well as other nearby areas of the township. He feels there is a great need for new roads to tie in at Wabank Road/Judie Lane continuing into Sterling Place plus improvements at Bean Hill Road and New Danville Pike. The traffic flow needs to be eased with the additional high-density developments. Lynn Stauffer, Director of Planning and Zoning, stated two roads in Hawthorne Ridge will be extended, that improvements to currents roads will take place, and there are discussions now with Hershey Heritage for a through road. Ms. Wasong noted that the township cannot take Hershey Heritage property by eminent domain because the cost would be prohibitive. Mr. Allen explained that roads are built and/or improved as developers progress in their building. Mr. Pavlatos’ concerns will be passed along to the Lancaster Township Planning Commission. *Michael Pickard, Crossfield Drive, introduced two students from Lancaster

Catholic High School: Amy Pickard and Tyler Kiscaden. They are doing a report for their American Government class.

XII. ADJOURNMENT
With no further business brought before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 9:00PM.

Respectfully submitted,


David L. Clouser, Secretary

