LANCASTER TOWNSHIP BOARD OF SUPERVISORS MEETING
Minutes – September 12, 2005

I. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE, CALL TO ORDER, AND ROLL CALL
The duly advertised Lancaster Township Board of Supervisors’ meeting was held on September 12, 2005 in the Township Building at 1240 Maple Avenue, Lancaster, PA. Chair Helen S. Adams called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. Vice Chair Anthony J. Allen and Treasurer Thomas H. Schaller were also present. Others in attendance included Township management staff and interested parties. Allegiance to the flag was pledged.

II. PUBLIC COMMENT ON AGENDA ITEMS
There were none

III. SECRETARY’S REPORT
The minutes of the August 8, 2005 Board of Supervisors’ meeting were approved by general consent.

IV. TREASURER’S REPORT
Treasurer Schaller presented the Treasurer's Report with the following amounts as of August 31, 2005:
General Fund $ 1,535,347.09
Highway Aid Fund 502,658.90
Parks/Open Space Fund 8,032.68
Capital Reserve Fund 205,600.38
TOTAL $ 2,251,639.05
Mrs. Adams stated the Treasurer's Report would be filed for audit.

V. PAYMENT OF BILLS
On a motion by Mr. Schaller, seconded by Mr. Allen, the Board approved the payment of bills:
General Fund $ 237,838.87
Highway Aid Fund 9,833.75
Parks/Open Space 0.00
Capital Reserve Fund 1,568.78
TOTAL $ 249,241.40

VI. REPORTS
A. Lancaster Township Fire Department: There were 39 emergency calls for the month of August for a year-to-date total of 333. Mr. Schaller noted that the Lancaster Township Fire Department annual fund drive has begun on the West Side of the Township and Lafayette Fire Company has begun their fund drive on the East Side. He encouraged all residents to please consider making a contribution to the best of their ability.
B. Police, Sewer, and Subsidiary Reports: These reports are available for public inspection before and after this meeting as well as during regular business hours.
C. Recycling Report: The June recycling rate was 15.08%.
D. Lancaster Inter-Municipal Report: David L. Clouser, Township Manager, reported that the meeting was held on August 10 with a speaker from United Way who talked about their current fund drive. Mr. Clouser mentioned that a high percentage of Township staff contributes to the United Way every year.
E. Questions & Comments for Community Police Officer: Officer Maurice Rodriguez was present. Mr. and Mrs. Hank Flory, Turnbridge Drive, asked for assistance in dealing with the many problems occurring at 105 Turnbridge Drive. Their list of problems includes intimidation and harassment of neighbors by the young people living or visiting there, carloads of kids visit at all hours of the night and day with yelling and music blaring, unlicensed motorcycles racing down the street, young girls being called derogatory names, the use of drugs, and occasional sightings of guns in these youths’ possession. Tom Pfenninger, Turnbridge Drive, stated he has witnessed open drinking and drug use, has had his car stereo and mail stolen, gas siphoned out of his car, his screen door cut and house egged, one boy urinated in front of him and his 16-year old daughter, the property is poorly maintained, and dogs are constantly barking. Linda Dyer, 102 Turnbridge, is frightened and tired of living under these conditions. Martha Sangrey, Turnbridge Drive, stated she has witnessed indecent exposure and public urinating. Officer J. D. Shaffer said that he has been dealing with the residents of 105 Turnbridge for many years and expressed his frustration at the continuing problems, which also include some mental health issues. Sergeant Bill Williams stated that the police could only help and respond to problems if the residents place a call for assistance. He said there are no reports of calls for these problems. Mr. Flory stated emphatically that he has made specific reports. Lieutenant Steven Skills suggested that the police and neighbors pull together to fight this situation. Lt. Skiles also stated that the cooperation of all residents is necessary. Betty Hurdle, Jennings Drive, said that residents must stand together united and face up to these “punks”. If no one confronts the perpetrators, the chaos will continue. Todd Sherman, Lititz, PA, suggested that residents use their video cameras to record events. Mrs. Adams suggested that the residents meet here with the police after the Board meeting.

VII. ANNOUNCEMENTS
A. Lancaster Township Fire Department Chicken Barbecue: Saturday, September 17, 11:00AM to 5:00PM at the South Station, 125 Fairview Avenue 
B. Lancaster Township Community Day: Sunday, September 25, 12:00 to 4:00PM at Maple Grove Park, 1420 Columbia Avenue
C. Community Get-Together: October 3, 7:00PM at Thaddeus Stevens College of Technology, 1100 East Orange Street. Dr. William E. Griscom, President, will speak on the future plans for the former Community Hospital..
D. The Next Regular Board Meeting Will Be Held October 10, 2005 at 7:30PM. The public is invited to attend the Board Workshop at 6:00PM.

The Lancaster Township Supervisors are committed to the goals
as established by the adoption of the Strategic Comprehensive Plan
and the following actions are consistent with the directives of that document

VIII. OLD BUSINESS - There was none.

IX. PLANNING/ZONING BUSINESS
A. LTPC #195 – Elm Avenue Condominiums, Preliminary/Final Land Development Plan
Mr. Schaller moved, Mr. Allen seconded, and the Board unanimously granted conditional plan approval as per the Township engineer’s letter of August 23, 2005.
B. Demolition Permit #2005-06: Cornerstone Development Group/Hawthorne Ridge Development, Six (6) Outbuildings, 1266 New Danville Pike
Mr. Allen moved, Mr. Schaller seconded, and the Board unanimously ratified the recommendation of the Lancaster Township Historical Commission to demolish six (6) outbuildings at 1266 New Danville Pike.

X. NEW BUSINESS
A. Resolution No. 2005-11
Mr. Schaller moved, Mr. Allen seconded, and the Board unanimously approved the above-mentioned Resolution, which sets the 2006 minimum municipal obligation for the Lancaster Township Pension Plan.
B. Request for Handicapped Parking Space
Mr. Allen moved, Mr. Schaller seconded, and the Board unanimously approved a handicapped parking space located at 30 Race Avenue.
C. Proclamation: Constitution Week, September 17 – September 23, 2005
The Board unanimously proclaimed Constitution Week as September 17-23, 2005. Mrs. Adams read the proclamation, which celebrates the 218th anniversary of the framing of the document.
D. Confirmation of Special Fire Police
Mrs. Adams, on behalf of the entire Board, confirmed the appointments of Jason McKenzie and Troy Bittenbender as Special Fire Police with the Lancaster Township Fire Department. Mr. Schaller explained the extensive training that is required of these volunteers prior to an appointment.

XI. GUEST RECOGNITION AND PARTICIPATION
?Rosalind Lovejoy, Millersville Pike, appealed to the Board to reconsider their decision to eliminate the sergeant’s position in 2006. She asked if the cases currently under investigation will continue after the Sergeant is gone and further expressed her dissatisfaction with the Board’s decision. ?Ken Jacobs, Quarry Lane, agreed with Ms. Lovejoy. He fears for the loss of community policing and stated that now is not the time to let up on police vigilance at the Township’s boundaries with the City. Mr. Jacobs felt it is necessary to maintain our neighborhoods as safe and attractive places in which to live. ?Jerry Gansell, Hershey Heritage Apartments, also asked the Board to reverse its decision. ?Officer Todd Zima told of how having a Sergeant in the Township frees up the officers from some of the paperwork and allows them to be on the streets. Officer Zima feels that the Sergeant’s investigations are critical to the quality of life in the Township. ?Betty Hurdle, Jennings Drive, stated that in a growing township the elimination of the Sergeant’s position makes the officers’ job more difficult. She also does not want to see the quality of life suffer. ?Lt. Skiles wrote the Sergeant’s job description three years ago. He said the need was there then and it still exists. The three sergeants since then have worked on cases that may not otherwise have been solved. ?Officer Shaffer felt it would be a huge setback in fighting crime in the Township. He stated it would not be possible for him to spend as much time with residents without the sergeant doing investigative work. ?Mrs. Adams stated that the Board could not make any decision at this time. The Supervisors will take the many points raised into consideration. ?Pat Brown, East King Street, lives next door to Advance Auto. He reported that the store is staying open well beyond its closing time of 9:00PM until 10:30 and 11:00PM. It is creating a lot of noise and light pollution. Lynn Stauffer, Planning and Zoning Director, will be asked to look into it. ?David Zimmerman, Rosedale Avenue, asked that the Zoning Officer investigate several problems in the Bausman area, which he sees during his daily walks in the neighborhood. He then encouraged the residents of Turnbridge Drive to band together and stand up to the people causing problems.

XIII. ADJOURNMENT
With no further business brought forward, the meeting was adjourned at 9:10PM.

Respectfully submitted,


David L. Clouser, Secretary

