LANCASTER TOWNSHIP BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
Minutes - December 11, 2006

PUBLIC HEARING: PROPOSED 2007 LANCASTER TOWNSHIP BUDGET
The duly advertised public hearing on the proposed budget was called to order at 7:00PM by Chair Anthony J. Allen. Vice Chair Thomas H. Schaller and Treasurer Kathleen M. Wasong were also present along with various township staff and interested parties. Mr. Allen asked for comments on the proposed budget. William Adams, Quarry Lane, expressed his concerns with the change in benefits to the township retirement plan, in particular the increase in the multiplier used to calculate final benefits. David L. Clouser, township manager, replied that the changes would have practically no impact on the township budget until 2009. It is also expected that the state contribution will increase correspondingly. All three supervisors voiced their opinions that the township must offer good benefits in order to hire and retain a good staff. Mr. Adams then asked if township assigned police officers would be required to spend more time in Lancaster City given the fact that the city is reducing their total number of officers. It was noted that the township officers are expected to respond to the city if the need arises, just as the city officers respond to township emergencies if needed. Ms. Wasong noted that the township could keep track of this through the daily reports and address it should there be an imbalance. Mr. Adams asked how much is allocated to the Lancaster Township Fire Department (LTFD), is a fire department budget presented to the township each year, and who watches over those monies. Mr. Clouser said it was $60,000 this year and these monies are for operating expenses only. The LTFD does present a budget to the township, which includes itemized details of the money spent. With no further comments or questions, Mr. Allen closed the public hearing on the proposed 2007 budget at 7:23PM.

I. Pledge of Allegiance, Call to Order, and Roll Call
Mr. Allen called the duly advertised regular meeting to order.

II. Public Comment on Agenda Items: There were no comments.

III. Secretary’s Report
The minutes of the November 13, 2006 board meeting were approved by general consent.

IV. Treasurer’s Report
Mr. Schaller presented the report with the following amounts as of November 30, 2006:
General Fund $1,993,408.35
Highway Aid Fund 276,635.11
Parks/Open Space Fund 50,887.94
Capital Reserve Fund 242,850.06
TOTAL $2,563,781.46
Mr. Allen stated the Treasurer’s Report would be filed for audit.

V. Payment of Bills
On a motion by Mr. Schaller, seconded by Mr. Allen, the board approved the payment of bills:
General Fund $222,565.47 
Highway Aid Fund 14,415.34
Parks/Open Space Fund 7,364.00
Capital Reserve Fund 0.00
TOTAL $244,344.81

VI. Reports
A. Lancaster Township Fire Department: Mr. Schaller reported 48 calls for service in November for a year-to-date total of 502 calls. He then explained that the proposed township funding of the LTFD operating budget will begin in 2007.
B. Lafayette Fire Company: Mr. Schaller said there was one call in October for the east side of the township.
C. Police, Sewer, and Subsidiary Reports: These reports are available for public inspection at this meeting and during regular business hours. 
D. Recycling Report: The recycling rate for October 2006 was 15.38%.
E. Lancaster Inter-Municipal Committee: There has been no LIMC meeting since the last board meeting. The next meeting is scheduled for December 13, 7:30AM, at the Manheim Township offices.
F. Questions & Comments for Community Police Officer: No officer was present and there were no comments.

VII. Announcements
A. January 2, 2007, 6:30PM—Board of Supervisors Reorganization Meeting 
B. The Next Regular Board Meeting will be held January 3, 7:00PM. The public is invited to attend the workshop at 5:30PM.

The Lancaster Township Supervisors are committed to the goals
as established by the adoption of the Strategic Comprehensive Plan
and the following actions are consistent with the directives of that document

VIII. Old Business
A.Ordinance No. 2006-07: Municipal Retirement Plan Change in Benefits
Mr. Schaller moved, Ms. Wasong seconded, and the board unanimously approved the following changes to the Pennsylvania Municipal Retirement Plan as it applies to Lancaster Township employees actively employed on January 1, 2007: the basic annual benefit shall be equal to three and five-tenths percent (3.5%) of the member’s final salary multiplied by all years of credited service. In no event, however, shall the basic benefit exceed sixty percent (60%) of the member’s final salary.

IX. Planning/Zoning Business
A. LTPC #191—Conestoga Memorial Park Land Development Plan, Reduction in Financial Securities
Mr. Allen moved, Mr. Schaller seconded, and the board unanimously approved a reduction of $4,146.00 leaving a balance of zero as recommended in the township engineer’s letter of November 17, 2006.
B. LTPC #212—Honeysuckle Lane Final Subdivision & Land Development Plan
Mr. Schaller moved, Mr. Allen seconded, and the board unanimously granted conditional plan approval as recommended by the Lancaster Township Planning Commission.
C. LTPC #205—Louise Ansberry (1145 Marietta Avenue), Lot Add-On Plan, Request for Modifications
Mr. Schaller moved, Mr. Allen seconded, and the board unanimously granted unconditional plan approval and the following modifications as recommended by the Lancaster Township Planning Commission:
1. Section 608.01.A Discharge to Watercourse or Stormwater, and Section 608.01.F.6 Detention Basin Discharge: requirement to direct the outflow from a basin to a right-of-way gutter because percolation testing failed for an underground infiltration facility.
2. Section 403.06.B.6 & 7, and Section 501-Financial Securities: the applicant will place a note on the plan stating “Financial security, in the amount approved by the Lancaster Township Board of Supervisors, as part of the final plan approval, needs to be provided prior to issuance of a building permit and prior to any construction on resultant Lot #1.”

X. New Business
A. Lafayette Fire Company Request for Funds
Mr. Allen moved, Mr. Schaller seconded, and the board unanimously authorized payment of $177,108.00 to the Lafayette Fire Company for the purchase of a new ladder truck with payments to be made over a five-year period as follows: $75,000 in year 2006 and $25,527.00 in the successive four years.
B. Resolution No. 2006-10
Mr. Schaller moved, Mr. Allen seconded, and the board unanimously set the 2007 real property tax rate at .6 mills ($.0006).
C. Resolution No. 2006-11
Mr. Schaller moved, Ms. Wasong seconded, and the board unanimously approved the proposed budget appropriating specific sums estimated to be required for specific purposes of the municipality during the year 2007.
D. Resolution No. 2006-12
Mr. Allen moved, Mr. Schaller seconded, and the board unanimously approved the above-mentioned resolution to balance all accounts for fiscal year 2006.
E. Confirmation of Special Fire Police
Mr. Allen stated it was his privilege and pleasure to confirm the following men as Special Fire Police for the Lancaster Township Fire Department: Albert Dorrick, Larry Hebelka, Eric Krause, and Richard Visco. All three supervisors congratulated and thanked these volunteers for their commitment to the residents of the township.
F. Application for Handicapped Parking Space
Mr. Schaller moved, Mr. Allen seconded, and the board unanimously approved a handicapped parking space at 1215 Elm Avenue.

XI. Guest Recognition and Participation
* Mr. Allen thanked Peggie L. Miller who is ending her second term on the Lancaster Public Library Board as the representative from Region 4. Ms. Miller said it has been a wonderful six years and very much appreciated the financial and moral support of Lancaster Township. This appointed board position will now rotate to Pequea Township. *Mr. Allen announced that township Officer J.D. Shaeffer has been assigned to the mounted patrol in Lancaster City. He will be greatly missed and Lancaster Township thanks him for his faithful and dedicated service. *It was then announced that Marti Heim has resigned her position as Planning & Zoning Assistant as she has moved to Reading, PA. Mr. Allen thanked her for over five years of service to the township. *Peggie Miller, Valley Road, thanked the board for not raising real estate taxes. She also thanked them for the many hours dedicated to residents and keeping them informed of township business. *Bill Adams, Quarry Lane, also thanked the board and staff for doing such a fine job. He stated that his questions earlier in the meeting are only intended to keep everyone accountable and that he is very happy with township services. *Robert Wood, Race Avenue, thanked the board for their attention to the resident petition for permit parking along sections of Race and Wheatland Avenues. He said there is still an issue with employees at the Clock Towers complex parking on the street when zoning requires them to use the dedicated parking areas. Mr. Clouser stated that the township is making progress on this issue and will continue to work towards a resolution.

XII. Adjournment
Mr. Allen wished everyone a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year. With no other business brought before the board, the meeting was adjourned at 8:08PM.

Respectfully submitted,


David L. Clouser, Secretary

