Minutes - December 13, 1999

PUBLIC HEARING - PROPOSED 2000 BUDGET
Helen S. Adams, Chair, convened a public hearing on the proposed 2000 Budget that has been on public display since November 8, 1999.
A. Statements by the Board of Supervisors
Mrs. Adams noted the tax rate has been maintained at .4 mills and there is a 2.19% increase in the general fund budget over last year’s budget. William L. Adams, Township Manager, thanked all staff members for their assistance in preparing the budget. 
B. Statements and Questions from the Public
Peggy Miller, Valley Rd., asked that the Township donation to Lancaster County Library have the stipulation that some safeguards will be instituted to prevent children from accessing inappropriate materials on the Internet. Mr. Adams stated he would discuss it with them. Mrs. Adams told of discussions at the library on this very subject approximately three years ago that set in motion provisions for some guidelines. Connie Zima, Wyncroft Ln., is a volunteer at the library and assured Ms. Miller that the computers are very closely supervised. Charles Collom, Wilson Dr., asked if the Township has seven-months worth of operating money in the bank. The answer is yes. He then asked why not lower taxes with this much money available. The Board members and Township Manager explained that having good long range planning dictates a steady tax base which doesn’t go down one year and then have to be raised the next. Additionally, tax money only comes in at a certain time of the year and we must have cash to pay bills during the leaner months. Mr. Collom asked for an update on the Maple Grove Mill. Several bids have been obtained at this time. Mr. Adams explained there are three options: demolition, doing the necessary work to maintain structural integrity, or sell it. With no further questions of the Board, Mrs. Adams closed the hearing.

I. Pledge of Allegiance, Call to Order, and Roll Call
The duly advertised Lancaster Township Board of Supervisors meeting was held on December 13, 1999 in the Township Building at 1240 Maple Avenue, Lancaster, PA. The meeting was called to order at 7:15PM by Chair Helen S. Adams. Vice Chair Anthony J. Allen and Treasurer Michael F. Pickard were also present. Others included Township management staff and interested parties. Allegiance to the flag was pledged.

II. Public Comment on Agenda Items
There were no comments.

III. Secretary’s Report
The minutes of the November 8, 1999 Board of Supervisors meeting were approved by general consent.


IV. Treasurer’s Report
Treasurer Pickard presented the Treasurer’s Report showing the following amounts in funds, 

accounts, and investments as of November 30, 1999.
General Fund $ 721,526.29
Parks/Open Space Fund 3,666.18
Capital Reserve Fund 1,213,147.52
Highway Aid Fund 264,518.42
TOTAL $ 2,202,858.41
Mrs. Adams stated the Treasurer’s Report will be filed for audit.

V. Payment of Bills
On a motion by Mr. Allen, seconded by Mr. Pickard, the Board approved the payment of bills:
General Fund $ 220,755.30 
Space Fund 0.00
Capital Reserve Fund 284,410.22
Highway Aid Fund 0.00
TOTAL $ 505,165.52

VI. Reports
A. Lafayette Fire Company: No report was received.
B. Lancaster Township Fire Department: Mr. Thomas Schaller, Deputy Chief of the Lancaster Township Fire Department, reported 41 emergency calls for the month of October and 47 in November for a year-to-date total of 403. He announced a 32% return for Fund Drive ’99. The Fire Department is approximately $81,000 toward their goal of $85,000. Mr. Schaller reiterated the Lancaster Township Fire Department does not solicit by phone; only by mail. If anyone has made a contribution to a phone solicitation, it did not come to the Township.
Mrs. Adams introduced Officer J.D. Shaffer. When asked about speeding and accidents on S. Conestoga Dr., he told of the inability to use Accutrac at the curve in the road by the river. An upgrade to something like Vascar is needed for several difficult locations. Gordon Reed, S. Conestoga Dr., noted he frequently sees the police enforcing the speed limit on his road. Officer Shaffer mentioned the E. Lampeter police are picking up a lot of our speeders on E. King St. after they cross the bridge.
C. Police, Sewer, and Subsidiary Reports: These reports are available for public inspection at this meeting and during regular business hours.
D. Recycling Report: Mrs. Adams reported a recycling rate of 19.02% for the month of November. Mrs. Adams referred to a newspaper article sent to her by Mr. Collom that discusses upcoming recycling concerns. Two of the biggest concerns are beer distributors planning to switch to plastic beer bottles and the mixing of unacceptable materials in with recyclables by consumers.
E. Lancaster Township Senior Citizen Committee Report
Judith A. Monticchio presented the Lancaster Township Senior Citizen Committee Report on senior programs and needs. Included in the report were three recommendations: 1) develop a senior information packet to be available at the Township office; 2) communicate concerns of township residents in a letter to Red Rose Transit Authority; 3) introduce a Senior Corner column in the Township newsletter to bring information directly into residents’ homes. The report is available during regular office hours.
F. Presentation of Certificates of Appreciation
The Board presented certificates to Rev. John W. Anderson, Edward B. Hauck (in absentia), Merrill C. Horine, Judith A. Monticchio, and Constance G. Zima. Mrs. Adams thanked them for their diligent efforts in identifying programs and determining additional needs for the senior citizens of Lancaster Township. 

VII. Announcements
A. Confirmation of Special Fire Police
On behalf of the Board of Supervisors, Mrs. Adams confirmed the appointments of Donna Marie Fisher and Robert R. Medora as Special Fire Police with the Lancaster Township Fire Department.

The Lancaster Township Supervisors are committed to the goals
as established by the adoption of the Strategic Comprehensive Plan
and the following actions are consistent with the directives of that document

VIII. Old Business
A. Ordinance No. 1999-08
On a motion by Mr. Allen, seconded by Mr. Pickard, the Board unanimously approved the above-mentioned ordinance that imposes tax on earned income and net profits. It was noted this will provide the Township with an additional $15,000. (approximately) annually.

IX. Planning/Zoning Business
There was none.

X. New Business
A. Resolution No. 1999-18
Mr. Pickard moved, Mr. Allen seconded, and the board unanimously approved the resolution showing support and cooperation with the U.S. Census Bureau in the 2000 Census.
B. Resolution No. 1999-19
Mr. Allen moved, Mr. Pickard seconded, and there was unanimous approval of the Fiscal Year 2000 Budget.
C. Resolution No. 1999-20
Mr. Pickard moved, Mr. Allen seconded, and the board unanimously approved setting the tax levy for Lancaster Township at .4 mills.
D. Resolution No. 1999-21
On a motion by Mr. Allen, seconded by Mr. Pickard, the board unanimously authorized the transfer of monies to balance all accounts for FY 1999.
E. Resolution No. 1999-22
Mr. Pickard moved, Mr. Allen seconded, and the board unanimously authorized the transfer of $5,000.00 in unappropriated funds to the Park and Recreation Fund.
F. Collection of Real Estate Taxes
Mr. Allen moved, Mr. Pickard seconded, and the board unanimously authorized the County of Lancaster to collect municipal and county real estate taxes.
G. Castle Roller Skating, Inc.
Mr. Pickard moved, Mr. Allen seconded, and the board unanimously approved an all-night skate on February 12, 2000 at Castle Roller Skating, Inc.

XI. Guest Recognition and Participation
Ms. Zima thanked the Board for the “fantastic improvements” on Wabank Road which were done with a minimum of disruption to traffic.(Mr. Reed reported the traffic light at City Mill and E. King Street does not have directional arrows for left turns. Officer Shaffer will check it. (Mr. Collom informed everyone that the voting machines in the 1st District were tested and functioned perfectly. (Joan Horine, Bentley Lane, asked if there is a way to prevent the leaf pickers from spewing fine debris all around. Rob Eckenrode, Superintendent of Public Works, explained it is just the nature of the machines and the especially dry summer and fall just made it worse. (

XII. Adjournment
The next Board of Supervisors meetings are scheduled for January 4, 2000 (Organizational Meeting) and January 10, 2000 (regular meeting). There being no further business brought before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 8:12PM.
