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Coming soon …

Inaugural issue of our 
E-newsletter!

We are excited to announce 
we will be launching a 
brand-new way for you 

to receive the township newsletter: an 
e-newsletter using Constant Contact. 
The new format will allow us to 
provide you with important significant 
information throughout the year, rather 
than just twice a year. It will also save 
money by cutting down on the costs 
involved in publishing, printing, and 
mailing a paper newsletter. This March 
mailing will be the last paper issue.

The new e-version will appear in your 
inbox soon. It will include the key points 
you need to be aware of, with links to 
more of the information you need. And, 

as before, the newsletter will be posted 
on the township website. 

We hope the new e-newsletter will 
be a welcome addition to your inbox, 
providing you with relevant content in a 
more timely fashion. 

Join our email list today by visiting 
the township website, and encourage 
your neighbors to join as well. We don’t 
want anyone to miss upcoming issues 
or updates. Be assured, we respect your 
privacy, and will keep your email address 
and personal information confidential 
for Lancaster Township use only. If at 
any time you wish to stop receiving the 
e-newsletter, you can do so by using the 
unsubscribe link in the email.n

2020 Census is here! 

April 1 is Census Day. By this 
date, every home will receive 
an invitation to participate in 

the 2020 Census. Once the invitation 
arrives, you should respond for 
your home in one of three ways: 
online, by phone, or by mail. When 
you respond to the census, you 
will tell the Census Bureau where 

you live as of April 1, 2020. In April, 
Census takers will begin visiting college 
students who live on campus, people 
living in senior centers, and others who 
live among large groups of people. From 
May to July Census takers will begin 

visiting homes that have not responded 
to the 2020 Census to help make 
sure everyone is counted. Census data 
affects communities across the country 
because the results are used to determine 
resource allocations at the state and local 

levels. Where you are counted can 
shape your future. So be counted, 
and respond. To learn more, go to 
2020census.gov.n
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Staff Directory

Lancaster Township Office
1240 Maple Avenue

(717) 291-1213
Maintenance Facility

1357 Meadowcreek Lane
(717) 293-1733

Ordinances Approved: 

Complete ordinances available for 
public inspection during office hours

2019-02: Vacating a portion of 
Riverside Avenue

2019-03: Amending Chapter 231, 
Streets and Sidewalks

2020-01: Authorizing execution of 
cable franchise agreement.

2020 Dates to Remember
April 1: Trash/recycling bills 

mailed out

April 1: Street sweeping begins

April 7: Yard waste facility 
opens

April 10: Office closed

April 13: Yard waste collection 
begins

April 30: Trash/recycling bills 
due

May 18–21: Appliance/tire 
collection

May 23: Yard waste facility 
closed

May 25: Office closed

July 3: Office closed

July 4: Yard waste facility 
closed

September 5: Yard waste 
facility closed

September 7: Office closed

October 12: Leaf Collection 
Begins; Last Week of Yard 
Waste Collection

November 16–19: Appliance/tire 
collection

November 21: Last Saturday 
for yard waste drop-off

November 25: Yard waste 
facility closes

November 26 & 27: Office 
closed

December 24 & 25: Office 
closed

No Parking enforcement on signed streets 
extends through January 15, 2021.

Connect with us and your 
community:

Facebook.com/LancTwpMunicipality
Nextdoor.com 
Twitter @ltemc

Lancaster Township

2020 SPECIAL COLLECTION DATES & WASTE MANAGEMENT HOLIDAY CALENDAR

Supervisors.....................................Steve Elliott, Ben Bamford, Iber Guerrero Lopez
Township Manager..........................................................................................Bill Laudien
Administrative Assistant...............................................................................Patrice Allen
Planning/Zoning Officer & Asst. Township Manager........................Tom Daniels
Planning/Zoning Assistant....................................................................Gretchen Smith
Public Works Superintendent....................................................................Mike Hamlin
Roadmaster........................................................................................................Devin Groff
Township Engineer..........................................................................................Ben Webber
Finance Officer.................................................................................................. Diana Hess
Facilities & Operations Manager..................................................................Joanne Yost
Receptionist.................................................................................................Robin VanLeer
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TRASH, Recycling&Environment

The FAQs* of trash pickup
*Frequently Asked Questions

1Who is required to use the township’s trash contractor?
All landowners within the township must have their trash picked up by the township 

hired contractor, Waste Management. Exceptions are apartment buildings with four or 
more units and businesses (not including in-home occupations). Those that are exempt from being 
on the township trash service are still required to have a licensed LCSWMA-approved hauler 
to pick up their trash. Apartment owners are to provide trash/recycling opportunities for their 
tenants. It is the landlord’s responsibility to inform tenants of any ordinances the township has 
that may affect them.

2When must trash be put out for pickup?
Trash & recycling MUST BE CURBSIDE BY 5am on your scheduled collection day. 

Recycling is collected the same day as trash, but not always at the same time. 

3What if they miss my pickup?
If your trash and/or recycling is missed, you must report it the same day or next day 

by 10am in order for it to be collected the day after your scheduled day; otherwise, it will 
have to wait until your next scheduled collection day.

4What are acceptable trash containers?
Containers should have pre-molded handles, and lids to keep birds and squirrels out. 

Cans or barrels without handles are unacceptable. Collection allows for three trash bags/
cans each week. Bags/cans must not exceed 32 gallons or 30 pounds, or a RED extra service tag is 
required. Additional bags/cans require a YELLOW extra service tag attached to each. Oversized 
items (sofa, mattress, carpet) may be put out with the trash (limit 2 per week), and must have a 
RED tag attached to each. Purchase tags at the township office. No construction/demolition 
debris will be collected; it must be disposed of at the Lancaster County Solid Waste Facility.

5What are THE BIG 4?
Recycling is mandatory in the 

township, and is a co-mingled 
program. The only acceptable materials 
for recycling are THE BIG 4: corrugated 
cardboard, plastic bottles/jugs with necks, 
metal food/beverage cans, and glass jars/
bottles. All items should be cleaned out. Recycle containers can be purchased at the township 
office. If purchased elsewhere, be sure the container is clearly marked RECYCLING. In case of 
rain, snow, ice, or high winds, keep corrugated cardboard inside until the following week. 

6How should electronic devices be disposed of?
PA Covered Devices Recycling Act 108 of 2010 prohibits the disposal of e-waste with 

trash or recycling (e.g. televisions, computers/accessories, cell phones, cameras, etc.). These 
items must be taken to the county Hazardous Waste Facility at 1299 Harrisburg Pike. (717) 397-
9968; www.lcswma.org.

7How should needles be disposed of?
NEVER put loose sharps/needles in the trash—ALWAYS USE a 

Safe Clip™. Lancaster County Solid Waste Management Authority 
provides them for free, and they are available for purchase at most pharmacies. 
Once full, place container in the trash, never in recycling.n
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DEPARTMENTS

Public Works Department

2020 Road Maintenance
Lancaster Township makes every 

effort to keep its roads and streets 
in good repair by inspecting them 
frequently. The roads that are repaved 
are chosen based on inspections and 
average traffic flow. The public works 
crew will place signs on the street, and 
or/notices on your door advising you of 
the exact date paving work will begin. 
If you have special needs on the day 
paving is schedule on your street, call the 
public works office in advance at (717) 
293-1733. Leave a message if there is 
no answer. Every effort will be made to 
accommodate your needs. 

Street Sweeping/Leaf Collection
On signed streets, street sweeping 

resumes on April 1 (first Wednesday of 
the month), and leaf collection begins 
October 12. Both take place the first 
and third Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, 
and Thursday of each month, ending 
January 15, 2021. The 2020 sweeping/
collection calendar for signed streets can 
be found on the township website.

Abide by the schedule as it appears 
on the street sign. NO WARNING 
NOTICES WILL BE ISSUED! Police 
will enforce street signs that prohibit 
parking. Illegally parked vehicles prevent 
the cleaning of the streets. Parking 
restrictions will remain in force until 
the end of the sweeping/collection 
season. The “No Parking” enforcement 
continues through January 15, 2021 in 
order to make a final street sweeping 
after leaf collection ends. Reminder: 
weather and equipment issues can affect 
the sweeping/collection schedule. 

Street/Alley Tree Policy
Property owners are responsible for 

the care and pruning of all trees and 
shrubs along any street or township-
maintained alley, whether in or out 
of the right-of-way. Overgrown trees, 
bushes, and hedges can cause plows/

trucks to damage right-of-way plantings, 
can cause equipment breakage, and is 
dangerous for the crew. Most alleys have 
a 14-ft. right-of-way width that must 
be clear of any fences, vegetation, or 
objects within this 14-ft. distance. If you 
have right-of-way encroachment, please 
remove it. Right of Way encroachment 
is the cause of damage to passing 
vehicles and a contributing cause of 
accidents when drivers cross the center 
line to avoid contact with overhanging 
branches. A minimum distance of 18 ft. 
must be maintained between the road 
surface and the lowest overhanging 
branch above our streets through the 
entire Right of Way. 

Smaller trees and shrubs should be 
pruned to allow signs to be clearly seen. 
We will be inspecting intersections for 
traffic visibility. If a visibility problem 
is noticed, you will be notified. The 
township reserves the right to do any 
necessary pruning if the property owner 
fails to do so. 

If a tree or limb blocks a township 
roadway/alley, we will attempt to open 
it for the safe passage of vehicles. If a 
fallen tree or branch is too large for us 
to handle, the roadway/alley will be 

closed, and the property owner will 
have 24 hours to have it removed. The 
responsibility of the property owner is to 
secure a private contractor to clear and 
remove any debris in order to reopen the 
roadway/alley. If a property owner does 
not arrange for timely removal or cannot 
be reached to do so, the township will 
contact a contractor and the property 
owner will be billed for those services. 

Yard Waste Drop-off Facility
Reminder: The woody waste facility 

traffic route is new for 2020. All traffic 
will enter via the Elm Avenue service 
road only; the service road is ONE 
WAY INTO MAPLE GROVE. All 
traffic will exit via Columbia Avenue, 
Eastbound only. 

The yard waste facility opens on 
Tuesday, April 7, 2020. Days and hours 
of operation are weekdays Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Thursday 3:00pm to 
7:00pm until October 1, then 2:00pm 
to 5:00pm Tuesday, Wednesday, and 
Thursday until November 25. The 
facility will be closed on May 23, July 
4, and September 5. The facility will be 
open EVERY SATURDAY 8:00am to 
1:00pm, April 11 through November 
21, 2020. Excluded Saturdays are May 
23, July 4, and September 5. The facility 
is closed all Mondays, Fridays, Sundays, 
and holidays. The facility closing date 
is Wednesday, November 25, 2020. No 
contractors—service is for township 
residents only. Have ID ready for the 
gate attendant who will inspect yard 
waste for contaminants and direct you 
to the proper place to unload.

Mulch and Compost 
Mulch/compost will be available for 

hand-loading inside the woody waste 
facility after April 7, whenever the 
facility is open, and on a first-come, first-
served basis, depending on availability. 
Mulch/compost will be loaded Tuesday–
Thursday, 3:30pm to 4:15pm until May 
28, and the first Saturday of each month 
(until June 6) from 8am to noon.n

The 2020 preliminary paving 
list of roads and alleys is as 
follows: 
Edgewood Ave. - Rider to West End
Elm Ave. - Atkins to West End
Elwood Ave. - West St. to Atkins 

Ave.
Fifth St. - West End Ave. to Pearl St.
Prangley Ave. - West End Ave. to 

Pearl St.
Ridgewood Rd. 
West St. - Elm Ave. to Columbia 

Ave.
Wildflower Lane 
Woods Ave.
Betz Rd. - City Mill Rd to S. 

Conestoga Dr.
City Mill Rd. - E. King St. to Betz 

Rd.
Alleys L • M • N • O • P • R • S • T • V
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DEPARTMENTS

Planning & Zoning

Installing a Pool?
For the safety of all residents, 

building and zoning permits are 
required prior to the construction and 
installation of any in-ground or above-
ground pool, hot tub, or spa. There are 
very specific regulations for the fencing 
and gates that must be installed as well.

A swimming pool by definition is a 
structure intended for swimming that 
can hold water at a depth of 24 inches 
or more. Permit applications for a 
swimming pool must include a plot plan 
along with fence and gate information. 
Permit applications for hot tubs and 
spas must include a plot plan and 
information on lockable covers.

Equally important is conforming 
with the Lancaster Township zoning 
ordinance as it relates to setbacks, lot 
area coverage, and fencing. 

Applications are available on our 
website or at the township office. Please 
call Gretchen Smith or Tom Daniels 
with any questions at (717) 291-1213, 
Monday-Friday, 8am to 4pm. Always 
check with the office before any work 
begins on any project. n

Be sure to start your 
pool project with a permit 
application.

TRASH, Recycling&Environment continued

About yard waste collection

For Waste Management weather/service alerts affecting collection,  
visit www.wm.com/weather-alert/index.jsp

Semi-annual trash/recycling 
bills
will be mailed April 1, and are 
due April 30. Online payment 
using credit card or check is 
available. The fee is $122.50 
for six months. A 10% senior 
discount rate of $110.25 is 
available to residents ages 60+. 
Bring ID with proof of age to the 
township office. 

or more in diameter must be cut into 
3-foot lengths, bundled, and placed next 
to your yard waste bags. DO NOT put 
branches or sticks in your trash can, or 
piled up (unbundled/untied) on the 
curb—they will not be collected.n

Yard waste collection 
is every other week 
beginning the week 

of April 13 through the week of 
October 12. It includes leaves, 
garden residue, shrubbery 
trimmings, branches less than 2" in 
diameter. NO GRASS.

Yard waste bags will be available 
at the yard waste facility during 
their posted days/hours starting 
April 7 through October 15, or 
while supply lasts. There is a maximum 
of 10 bags per visit or 20 per week.

Put your bag at the curb when it is 
full;  
DO NOT 
use plastic 
bags. Tree/
shrubbery 
branches 3" 

Illegal dumping of any 
regulated material is a 
punishable offense.  
Lancaster Township will 
enforce all regulations and 
impose penalties on violators.

Large appliance/tire collection
takes place May 18–21 and 
November 16–19, 
2020, on regular 
trash day. Includes 
washers, dryers, 
dishwashers, 
refrigerators, 
stoves, air 
conditioners, etc. A 
$12 blue tag must 
be attached to 
each appliance. Each 
tire (no rims) requires 
a $2 purple tag. No 
commercial or oversized 
tires collected. Tags 
are purchased 
at the township 
office. If you 
already have a 
tag, call (717) 
291-1213 x301 
or email jyost@
twp.lancaster.
pa.us to place 
your address and item(s) on the 
collection list. 

Any compostable brown 
paper bags will do.
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DEPARTMENTS

Lancaster 
Public Library

125 N. Duke Street, Lancaster

Open Monday–Thursday: 10am to 8pm

Friday–Saturday: 10am to 5pm

Sunday: Closed

Phone (717) 394-2651

The Lancaster Public Library’s 
mission is to inspire, empower, 
and strengthen the community 

by connecting people with information, 
ideas, and enriching experiences. 
To learn more about the library 
events, programs, and services, visit 
lancasterpubliclibrary.org or call (717) 
394-2651.n

Lancaster 
Family YMCA

265 Harrisburg Avenue, Lancaster

Phone (717) 393-9622

Lancaster YMCA supports 
children, adults, and families 
with a wide variety of 

programs and events, including summer 
camp and community health programs. 
Key mission priorities are: Closing 
the Academic Achievement Gap, 
Safety Around Water, and Chronic 
Disease Prevention and Recovery. 
Visit lancasterymca.org or call (717) 
393-9622 to learn about the programs 
offered.n

Manheim 
Township Police

(Serving Lancaster Township)

1825 Municipal Drive, Lancaster

www.manheimtownshippolice.org

The CRIMEWATCH Network 
provides access to information 
that impacts your safety. The 

CRIMEWATCH mobile app lets you 
browse nearby crime and gives you the 
ability to anonymously submit tips. You 
can also connect with the network at 
www.manheimtownshppolice.org.n

EMERGENCY: Dial 911

Nonemergency: (717) 664-1180

Police Administration: (717) 569-6401

Lancaster 
Recreation 
Commission

525 Fairview Avenue, Lancaster

Phone (717) 392-2115

Lancaster Rec provides 
award-winning programs at 
reasonable costs with year-

round child care and before- and after-
school programs, special family events, 
and outdoor events like the Giant Yard 
Sale Saturday, April 25, 7:00am–1:00pm 
and the Open Streets event Sunday, 
May 17, 11:00am–3:00pm. There are 
summer wading pools and summer 
day camps. Youth and adult sports run 
throughout the year. The senior center 
offers weekly activities to those over 60. 
Visit LancasterRec.org for a complete list 
of programs or call (717) 392-2115.n

Lancaster 
Township Fire 
Department

(serving west end)

PO Box 210, Bausman

(717) 394-5353

Fire Chief: Ron Comfort, Jr.
Website: www.ltfd.org

Facebook: www.facebook.com/
LancasterTownshipFire

Lafayette Fire 
Company

(serving east end)

63 Lafayette Way, Lancaster

(717) 392-5097

Fire Chief: Dave Keens
Website: www.lafayettefire.com
Facebook: www.facebook.com/

lafayettefire
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COMMUNITY

The mighty, muddy Susquehanna River after heavy rains

C
hesapeake Bay Foundation, cbf.org

Easy answer: downhill! Rain 
falls from the sky. Snow melts. 
Someone spills something. 

It all hits the surface and one of three 
things happen:
•   It evaporates, based on temperature 

and time.
•	 It gets absorbed into the ground, 

where it’s taken up by plant roots or 
becomes part of our groundwater.

•	 It travels across the surface 
(impervious or pervious) and makes 

its way to a stream, swale, ditch, 
storm sewer, or wetland.
Water is an almost universal solvent. 

It erodes most everything and is able 
to transport surprisingly heavy objects, 
if given enough volume, depth, and 
velocity. So, sediment, debris, trees, and 
even bridges get washed away and sent 
downhill. For us in Lancaster Township, 
that means the Conestoga River either 
directly or indirectly. Our runoff water 
joins with that of our neighboring 

municipalities in the county and enters 
the Susquehanna River. That water 
combines with runoff from other PA 
counties and from some areas in New 
York to drain into the Chesapeake Bay. 
All of that water in the Susquehanna 
has enough force and flow to keep 
some hydroelectric turbines spinning. 
But, all along the way, sediment, 
debris, and pollutants get churned 
up. Everything can make its way to 
the Chesapeake, where damage to the 
fragile environment has been getting 
attention for years. When the storm 
isn’t large enough, the muck settles out 
and becomes the “Chocolate River” to 
which we’ve become so accustomed that 
it seems normal after awhile.

The EPA and our neighboring 
states are beginning to point out how 
Pennsylvania hasn’t met its obligations 
for cleaning up the Bay. Stricter 
regulations and higher pollutant 
reduction goals are very likely to be 
heading our way in the coming years.n

MS4 
Stormwater: Where does it go?

Obey the speed limits.
Police officers spend many hours 

enforcing stop signs and speed limits. 
Citizens can help the police by 
leaving early enough to arrive at their 
destination on time, allowing for time 
to find a parking space, and by obeying 
posted speed limits. Drivers are more 
likely to exceed the speed limit, fail 
to stop at a stop sign, or be involved 
in an accident if they are in a hurry or 
distracted. Anything that causes you to 
take your attention away from driving, 
take your eyes off the road, or take your 
hands off the wheel is a distraction. 
Everyone is just trying to get from one 
location to another safely, so please, slow 
down, keep your eyes on the road, be 

aware of what is around you, and drive 
safely.

Vehicle theft prevention
Make sure your car is locked at all 

times and never leave your keys in your 
vehicle. Leaving keys in a vehicle is also 
against the law in Lancaster Township. 
Most vehicle thefts occur when keys 
are left in the ignition or elsewhere 
in the vehicle. This allows a criminal 
to steal a car and simply drive away 
virtually undetected. Unlocked vehicles 
and vehicles with visible valuables are 
primary targets. Place all valuables out 
of sight, or better yet—don’t leave them 
in the vehicle to begin with. 

Home security
If you’re going on vacation or just 

leaving for a weekend, take precautions. 
An empty house is a welcome mat for a 
burglar. Have good window and door 
locks, and always use them. Lock all 
outside garage doors and sheds. NEVER 
leave a hidden key outside of your home. 
Stop all deliveries or arrange for someone 
to pick up your mail, newspapers, and 
packages. Arrange for someone to mow 
your lawn or shovel your snow. Leave 
lights on using timers and add a radio or 
television to disguise an empty house. 
Leave a phone number and address with 
a neighbor so that you can be reached 
in case of an emergency, and ask your 
neighbor to keep an eye on your house.n

Tips to make your community a safe place to live
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Important Contact Numbers
Comcast/Xfinity: (800) 266-2278
PPL Electric
	 Power outage or downed/broken street light: (800) 342-5775
	 Downed wires: (800) 342-5775 (press 1, then 3, for emergency)
Sewer Services (contact your billing agency)
•	 City of Lancaster Wastewater: (717) 291-4825
	 After-hours Emergencies: (717) 293-5533
•	 Lancaster Area Sewer Authority: (717) 299-4843
	 After-hours Emergencies: (717) 396-9619
•	 Suburban Lancaster Sewer Authority: (717) 560-7500
	 Emergencies: (717) 293-5533
UGI Gas
	 Gas leak: Leave immediately, taking all people and pets.
	 Call (800) 276-2722 or dial 911 away from the building.
Water Service (supplied by Lancaster City)
	 Billing: (717) 735-3425; Service: (717) 291-4820
	 Emergencies: (717) 291-4816
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Lancaster Township Officials

Supervisors
Steven P. Elliott, Chair

Benjamin H. Bamford, Vice-Chair

Iber Guerrero Lopez, Treasurer

Planning Commission
Melissa A. Kelly, Chair

Glenn Ebersole, Vice-Chair

Angela A. Sowers, Secretary

Richard S. Hendricks

Gary L. Jones

Thomas Kifolo

Gordon B. Reed

Zoning Hearing Board
John W. Metzger, Chair

Elizabeth W. Bamford, Vice-Chair

Peggy D. Hall, Secretary

Joe LoCurto, Alternate

Building Code Board of Appeals
Ron Comfort, Jr.
Patrick M. Egan

Terrie Finger

Historical Commission
Terrie Finger

Karen Foerstel

Paula Miller

Tina Morrison

Christine Shevock

Dan Weigel

Board of Auditors
Theo Van Tricht, Chair

Gail Groves Scott, Vice-Chair

Eric Schwarz, Secretary

Vacancy Board
Suzanne Teske

LASA Representative
William M. Laudien

SLSA Representative
Devin Groff

LRC Representatives
Bob Desmarais Jr.
Michael R. Hamlin

Emergency Management 
Coordinator
Eugene Gallagher III

Newsletter design by Tana Reiff,  
tanareiff.com

Lancaster Township calendar

Planning Commission
3rd Tuesday, 7:00pm

Board of Supervisors:
2nd Monday, 7:00pm

Building Code Board of Appeals:  
Meets as Needed

Zoning Hearing Board:
4th Tuesday, 7:00pm

	 Sun	 Mon	 Tue	 Wed	 Thu	 Fri	 Sat


